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Dear Lawrence School Families, 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our  
quarterly newsletter!  Improved communication 
with our families is an ongoing goal at Lawrence 
School.  With two full quarters to go in a school 
year like no other, I would like to remind every-
one of our Week Ahead emails that go out on 
Friday afternoons.  If you, or someone you know 
is not receiving these messages, please call the 
school and one of our friendly and  
helpful secretaries will be happy to get anyone 
who has been missing these communications 
connected.  This weekly communication is your 
best resource for staying connected with  
important new and ongoing Lawrence School 
events and news items.    

 

I would also like to thank the many families who 
have made a connection with your child’s  
teachers, counselors or administrators here at 

Lawrence.  This school year particularly, your part-
nership in support of the students is  
extremely valuable.  At this critical age, our  
students face challenges everyday - socially,  
emotionally and academically.  But when we work 
together, this great group of kids can get the support 
they need!   

 

Lastly, I want to commend all of our students for 
doing their part in following the safety guidelines 
that the district has set.  The students continue to 
take them seriously by physically distancing, wearing 
their masks and hand washing or using the hand 
sanitizer that is provided throughout the 
school.  We thank you for your ongoing support 
and encouraging your children to stay with 
it.  Thanks for reading everyone! 

 

Sincerely, 
Tom Bushy, Principal 

A Message from Assistant Principal Vieira, 

 

It’s hard to believe we have completed half 
of the school year already! The close of the first 
semester offers a great opportunity to remind  
ourselves of academic supports and safety guide-
lines that are in place this year.  

 

We also use the Bulldog Time course in 
Schoology to publish information to students. This 
course is set up as our daily announcements page 
for school wide news, as well as a place where our 
counselors share social emotional learning lessons 
and our administrative team shares important  
reminders. For example, recently a short slideshow 
was posted to remind students of our safety guide-
lines this year and Mr. Bushy posted a video  
encouraging students to reach out for support if 
needed as we were nearing the end of a grading 
period. If your child does not have the Bulldog 
Time course showing in Schoology, please reach 
out to me and I will ensure they are properly  
registered.  

 

Our school schedule is developed so that 
on Tuesday’s and Friday’s student have a class  
period called Bulldog Time. This was created as an 
academic support measure for students to be able 
to connect with their teachers and get extra help on 
assignments they may be struggling with. You will 

find that many teachers host help sessions or office 
hours during this period via zoom. If your child is  
struggling, please reach out to the teacher and ask 
them to connect with your student.  

 

Finally, I want to send along a reminder of 
our dress code and handling personal electronic 
devices. We are requiring students to wear a  
collared shirt in any solid color with no logos and 
khaki style pants that can be tan, navy blue, black, 
hunter green, or grey in color. This year we are  
allowing students to wear hooded sweatshirts,  
however we are reminding students that they can-
not wear their hood or hats in school. Also,  
personal technology devices such as cell phones 
and smart watches are required to be turned off 
and stored in student backpacks during the school 
day. If a student does not come to school dressed 
appropriately or is miss-using technology, a parent/
guardian will be called and asked to deliver dress 
code appropriate attire and/or pick up your  
Student’s device.  

 

 Students have shown great resilience this 
year navigating our unusual school year and as  
always we want to remind the students to Stay 
PAWSitive and we got this! 

 

Sincerely, 
Rebecca Vieira - Vice Principal 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————



 Team One News 

L A W R E N C E  S C H O O L  

Team Two News 

February is here and that means winter 
is ever closer to being over.  Team 1 
can’t wait!  Teachers continue to         
explore various cool ways of engaging 
students in content and many students 
are responding well.  Some have hit a 
good rhythm; they are able to engage 
over Zoom and get their assignments 
completed during class and  
independently.  However, we know 
others are struggling to stay motivated 
and on task.  Please encourage your 
student to attend teacher office hours 
to get extra support.  Team 1 also has 
an Assignment Log, which is at the end 
of teacher emails and you can find here 
at this link.  Thank you for everything 
you do to support your students while 
they are at home and here in the  
building.   
 

In English we have completed our  
Outsiders Companion Book Projects and 
we have enjoyed a short unit on  
Occasional Poetry, where we examined 
poetry written for a specific  

continent country, its people and its 
animals. When we return from  
February vacation, the students will be 
diving into Black History Month. Each 
student will be doing their own  
research project on a person of color 
they feel has impacted the world and 
made a mark on history. 
 

Science classes have been studying the 
formation of Earth and the dynamics 
of the changing planet.   Ask them how 
to show you the mid-Atlantic ridge on 
Google maps! The tools used to find 
out the knowledge that we have gained 
about Earth and the ocean are  
authentic examples of science inquiry 
and innovation.  Many of the tools and 
technologies used to explore and learn 
about the Earth were designed by  
scientists and engineers who needed 
them. Finally, we have also spent some 
time learning about some of the most 
influential black scientists through the 
years. It’s pretty amazing to see. 

occasion- the recent inauguration (see 
“The Hill We Climb”).  Thanks to the 
Falmouth Education Foundation, on  
February 11 and 12, we welcomed the 
poets of Mass Poetry for our third  
annual Student Day of Poetry.   After 
February break, we will have a Sci-Fi 
Fantasy unit and our second  
companion book study.   
 

This past quarter in math we have 
been working on the Expressions, 
Equations and Inequalities 
unit.   When we return from vacation, 
we will move on to Rations,  
Proportions, and Percents.  Students 
will learn how to apply some of their 
knowledge about percentages to  
real-life situations. 
 

In Social Studies we have learned 
about Australia and the intriguing  
history of the Aboriginal people. The 
students have demonstrated a great 
knowledge and interest in the  

This year is flying by, it’s so hard to 
believe that we are already halfway 
through the school year!   
 

In Ms. Johnson’s English class, stu-
dents are finishing up with The Out-
siders and submitted their final essay 
this week. The 7th grade English teach-
ers, in conjunction with Mass Poetry,  
hosted 2 days of poetry where students 
attended virtual workshops taught by 
local poets. Though things looked a bit 
different this year as it was done via 
Zoom, it was fun and engaging for all!   
 

In Mrs. Mulvey’s math class, students 
wrapped up equations and inequalities 
as the quarter was concluding.  Now 
students are onto ratios, proportions 
and percent.   
 

In Ms. Cruse’s science class, students 
just wrapped up with a unit of mRNA 

vaccines.  Now, students are working 
on Earth systems and cycles, moving 
towards the Energy unit.  The Science 
Fair is virtual and participation is  
optional, you can see Ms. Cruse for 
more details.  
 

In Ms. LeLacheur’s social studies class, 
students branched from ancient to 
modern in the last few weeks as  
they explored Australia and New  
Zealand with a focus on native habitats 
and native cultures.  As we return from 
vacation, students will be focused on a 
short research project of their choosing 
relating to Black History Month.   
 

Finally, and as always, if you have  
questions or concerns regarding your 
student, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to the team.  We know this year 
poses some challenges but we are here 
and always willing to help our students. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fYyolvXvB9lg9E7wugH5nhynXIddQ41rVAFqa2qjqSg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fYyolvXvB9lg9E7wugH5nhynXIddQ41rVAFqa2qjqSg/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZ055ilIiN4&ab_channel=PBSNewsHour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZ055ilIiN4&ab_channel=PBSNewsHour
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Congratulations to 
our students for  
completing half of the 
academic year!  We’d 
like to encourage  
students to continue 
working hard on class-
work and homework 
assignments during 
the third quarter.  We 
know this has been a 

challenging year and staying focused is 
difficult.   
 

In ELA, the students continue to  
improve their writing skills through 
narrative and essay writing. In the  
coming weeks, we will be working on 
an independent book project that is 
thematically related to The Outsiders. 
Students will have the option to do 
either a visual, audio or written project 
in which they will make connections 
between the two texts. After that, we 
will be doing a Sci-fi/Fantasy short  
story unit. Skills we will be focusing on 

Team Three News 
are: setting, character, conflict, theme, 
narrative and two-text comparison  
essays.  
 

In science, we have been focusing on 
how Earth’s surface changes over time. 
We have looked at these changes on a 
global scale by exploring plate tectonics 
and the geological features associated 
with the plates interacting. Plates move 
very slowly so these changes occur over 
long periods of time. We are starting to 
transition to looking at how the Earth’s 
surface can change on a faster, more 
local time scale by learning about earth-
quakes and volcanoes. After February 
vacation, students will be learning 
about the rock cycle and how  
weathering, erosion and deposition can 
alter these rocks creating new  
landscapes. After we finish our Earth 
systems unit, we will be moving on to 
ecosystems and energy. 
 

In math class, we’ve been focusing on 
ratios, rates, proportions and  

percents.  We’ve also done quite a lot 
of work solving multi-step equations 
and word problems.  Next quarter, we 
will be investigating the advantages and 
disadvantages of interest. 
 

Social studies students have been  
learning about ancient China as well as 
the native cultures of Australia and 
New Zealand.  We began the quarter 
studying the importance of the river 
valleys of China and thinking about 
how the geography of the region  
impacted the settlement of the  
area.  Students also learned about the 
different philosophies from  
China.  More recently, students  
explored the history and settlement of 
Australia and New Zealand, focusing 
on the geography, native cultures and 
current issues facing the region.   
Throughout the second quarter,  
students have studied and created maps 
and practiced writing using context 
vocabulary.   

Team Four News 
We’ve made it halfway through this 
year and so many of our students are 
working hard.  It has certainly been a 
challenge and while there have been 
some bumps along the way, we are 
hopeful things will continue to  
improve.  Many of our students are 
beginning to make plans for next 
year.  They will have important  
decisions to make, primarily, what 
school to attend and the courses they 
will take to prepare them for their  
future.  To that end, we ask that you 
continue to emphasize to your children 
that their efforts will make a difference 
and for them to take an active role in 
Zoom sessions when they are working 
remotely.  
  

We also want to give you a brief update 
of what’s been happening in our  

classes.  Mr. Tribou’s civics classes have 
continued to learn about foundations 
of the United States Constitution and 
the rights guaranteed to citizens in the 
Bill of Rights.   
 

Mrs. Mitchell’s math classes are  
working on writing and solving multi-
step equations with variables.   
 

In science with Ms. Smith, students are 
exploring the topics of genetics,  
reproduction, and the inheritance of 
traits. 
 

In Art with Mrs. Phares, classes spent 
time focusing on pattern versus  
understanding and have begun  
preparing for the upcoming unit on 
Cubism.   
 

In English class, Mr. Sullivan has  

started a new novel this  
quarter, Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass.  Classes will be focusing on 
figurative language, tone and mood.   
 
For those students in Strategies, they 
have continued to practice mindfulness 
at the beginning of each class and have 
enjoyed movement breaks in the  
middle and the end of class.  Ms.  
Andrews is focusing on reviewing math 
and English concepts and science and 
social studies are being covered with 
Mrs. Hogan. 
  

In closing, please reach out to us with 
any questions or concerns that may 
arise in the coming months. 



 

step and two-step equations. They then 
used their knowledge to move further 
onto multi-step equations. Students 
built the skills to follow each step in 
order to get the correct answer. They 
really focused on checking their work 
and fixing mistakes because they real-
ized in this unit that if they made one 
little mistake, unfortunately, the an-
swer would be wrong, so it's  
important to work slowly and carefully.  
 

In science, we have been hard at work 
in quarter 2 learning about heredity, 
chromosomes and DNA! We looked at 
the whole process starting with DNA’s 
structure and followed that up with 
how it works, how it copies itself and 
how organisms end up with certain 
traits, behaviors and appearances from 

the different proteins that are coded 
for by sections of DNA (aka Genes.) 
We concluded our DNA journey  
learning about what happens when this 
process doesn’t work correctly and  
mutations occur.  
In social studies, students spent quarter 
2 working diligently on the  
Constitutional History of American 
Government. Spanning from the  
Revolutionary War to the Ratification 
of the Bill of Rights, they have 
completed a wide variety of activities 
that challenged their understanding of 
the U.S. Government, including its 
roots and how the history of the  
Government helps shape the modern-
day application.  
 

In English, students enjoyed a couple 
of short stories to focus on mood and 
theme and now we are reading  
Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass. While reading his tragic life 
as a slave, the students are able to  
recognize what a brilliant life  
Frederick Douglass lived and how “he 
was able to overcome obstacles to  
become a leading spokesman for his  
people”. (Dover Publications) 
Students will also learn the skill of 
taking two-column notes consisting of 
main ideas and details. We are  
working on sharing ideas through 
chats and Padlets. 
 

In math, students have been working 
hard on unit 5: linear equations.  
Students started off by solving one-

In civics, we have finished up most of 
the historical aspects of the Civics 
Curriculum. Now we are tackling the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. This 
quarter we will learn about the  
interrelationship between the  
branches of government. How the Bill 
of Rights protects both students and 
adult citizens. Even with the  
strangeness of this year, your children 
have been a pleasure to work with! 

 
The second 
quarter of  
science was a 
combination of 
finishing up our  
exploration 
matter and its  
interactions 
and beginning 
our adventures 
into Life  

Science. Students started by looking 
into the mysteries of DNA. We 
learned about its structure, including 
creating an origami model of a gene. 
We talked about traits, where they 

Team Five News 

Team Six News 
come from and how they can be 
passed from parents to offspring, as 
well as how mutations in genes can 
cause both good and bad changes in 
organisms.  

 
 

We are continuing our journey 
through Life Science with more about 
inheritance and how organisms 
change over time. I continue to be 
impressed by the effort being put 
forth by our team 6 students! 
 
In English, after finishing up our 12 
Angry Men unit with an essay on the 
best way to make an argument,  
students moved onto studying the  
Pulitzer Prize winning musical,  
Hamilton.  By participating in class 
lessons, students reviewed all the 
grade-level skills and students who 
completed independent work showed 
individual mastery of the content in 

creative activities.  After February 
break, we will complete the winter 
common assessment essay and then 
start a unit on Frederick Douglass’ Nar-
rative with a focus on setting, tone/
mood, vocab in context and choosing 
key TE to support ideas. 
 

In math, we’re beginning our last unit 
on Algebra which is Solving Systems 
of Equations.  This unit of study 
brings in our linear graphing unit and 
solving linear equations unit back 
into play and we will be leaning 
strongly on both of these previous 
concepts to be successful in  
Systems.  After this unit we will begin 
our Geometry strands which is always 
a welcome change at this time of year. 
 

The algebra 1 class has also started 
their exploration of Systems of  
Equations and Inequalities.  This is a 
quick unit that draws on many past 
concepts.  After this quick stop we 
will be expanding our explorations of 
functions starting with exponential, 
polynomial and quadratics. 



 

L A W R E N C E  S C H O O L  

In 7th grade, team 3 students began 
the engineering trimester by learning 
about the engineering design process. 
Now they are using the design process 
to solve several challenges as we go on 
an imaginary mission to Mars. Stu-
dents have already designed Mars Mis-
sion patches and space suit parts while 
learning to identify the criteria and 
constraints of a problem. Then they 
launched themselves into space using 
catapults, while also learning about 
the importance of iteration. Students 
are now learning to design for a  
specific user by creating board games 
for each other to play on the long  
journey to Mars. We will finish up the 
course in March by exploring trans-
portation technology as we design, 
build and race virtual Mars rover vehi-
cles. 
 
In 8th grade, despite the current  
global pandemic, we are having an 
exciting year so far in 8th Grade Engi-

neering! Team 6 students began their 
engineering adventures by  
exploring the engineering design  
process, which included discussions 
about how important failure is when 
it comes to improving designs and 
finding solutions to problems. The 
students also designed, built and  
tested flying paperclip devices that 
would stay in the air as long as  
possible before hitting a target on the 
ground. We have also seen how  
art-design and engineering are often 
compatible and through this lens  
students had the chance to create a 
well balanced winter inspired  
Calder-Mobile! 
 
In our second unit the focus has been 
on structures and materials. Even 
though we can’t use the wood shop 
for bigger projects, we have managed 
to individually work with smaller scale 
hands-on projects.  For example, we 

Like Lawrence School on  
Facebook!  Stay connected 

with all the current events and  
happenings going on! 

Digital Literacy & Innovation  

tested the forces of compression and 
tension in our Leaning Tower of  
Spaghetti project. In addition, we 
have virtually explored both small 
and large engineering projects from 
around the world and another  
experience we are looking forward to 
is to hear a civil engineer's historical 
and future perspective on the big  
project for the bridges over the Cape 
Cod canal. Team 6 students will  
finish up this unit by conducting a 
smaller research project about an  
extraordinary material of their choice 
(from the past, present or future!). 
Lastly, we will look back in history to 
see how systems and aerospace  
engineering at NASA have opened 
up new applications of invention and 
design.  

Engineering 

In 7h grade, we're getting 
there!  Team 2 students are building 
their coding skills in HTML and CSS 
and gearing up toward their final pro-
ject due at the end of the trimester 
(March 19) -- a Web Page.   

In 8th grade, team 5 students are 
building skills in JavaScript to be 
able to make an interactive  
animation for their final  
project.  What's great about the 
Code.org CSDiscoveries course 
we're using is that students can work 
at their own pace within the lesson 
and can choose the practice  
exercises and challenges based on 
what they need more of or have an 
interest in.   
 

The images show how students can 
see completed steps in the bubbles at 
the top of their screen, can get  
feedback and assessment from the 
teacher and do their coding, all in the 
same screen.   
 
 
 

Through these authentic, hands-on 
applications, students are gaining  
confidence in coding and learning 
that it can be used as a means of self-
expression. 
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 Music, Band & Chorus 
familiar songs such as 
Can’t Stop the Feeling by 
Justin Timerlake and 
You Can’t Always Get 
What You Want by the 
Rolling Stones. 
 

 
The popular 8th-grade 
music technology class 
has been re-designed for 
hybrid learning!  

Students have been learning 
about the history of sound recording 
technology, basic keyboard skills and 
creating expressive, fun projects with 
Chromebooks.  Students are learning 
about the science of sound waves,  
microphones and processing, as well 
as how media content is created. Some 
of the music projects we’ve done in 
the class include: Scary Soundscape, 
Checkerboard Form Song and  
creating songs in particular styles such 
as Country, Bollywood, Chiptune, 
Metal, Hip Hop, Jazz, Classical and 
more. 
 
Virtual Band is doing great half-way 
through the year! Band members are 

learning a new song “The HEY Song.” 
We are exploring opportunities to put 
together a virtual performance later in 
the spring. Stay tuned! 
 

Lawrence School Virtual Choir  
members continue to tune in to the 
weekly zoom meeting every Friday. 
Throughout the week students work 
on building their sight-singing skills 
and play the weekly Forbidden Pattern 
Game. We are currently working on 
the sea shanty song The Wellerman 
which was a recent TikTok sensation. 
In quarter 3 students will record their 
individual voice parts which will be 
collated into a virtual choral  
performance in the spring! 

School Play 
“Brief Interviews with  

Internet Cats”  
A short comedy by  

Patrick Greene. 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 

Show dates and times are: 
 Saturday, March 27, 2021 at 2:00 & 7:00 and 

Sunday, March 28, 2021 at 2:00  
 

Each show will be performed via live streaming for family, friends 
and general audiences.  The specific link will be shared within the 
next couple of weeks.  You don’t want to miss this hilarious show! 
 

Students in the 7th grade Trimester 2 
music classes are learning all about the 
in’s and out’s of music production. 
Using a Digital Audio Workstation 
called Bandlab, students have already 
created many music projects. Their 
projects include a Parody Song  
Project, a 1980’s Soundscape, a Scary 
Soundscape and a remix of the 2018 
hit song The Middle.  After February 
vacation students will learn about the 
history of the Blues, early blues artists 
and they will even write and record 
their own 12-bar blues song. In school 
students are enjoying learning how to 
play the ukulele and how to play  
popular chord progressions and  
strumming patterns to fun and  

Cast List 
Ian, Interviewer - Audrey Wankel 
Tuffy, Cat In-A-Box - Rima Petrosyan 
Sandy, The Sleepy Cat - Olivia Finn 
Interrupting Cat - Adam Kinworthy 
Muffin, The Scaredy Cat - Carlie Papineau 
Nelson, The Grouchy Cat - Jaycob Grilo 
Amber, Correspondent - Maisie Chase 
Jody - McKenna Black 
Sally - Olivia Finn 
Announcer - Maisie Chase 
Kitty Boo-Boo - Leah Koerner 
Kitty Boo-Boo’s Entourage - McKenna Black 
Kitty Boo-Boo’s Entourage - Laila Gonzalez 
Skinny Jean, The Sarcastic Cat - Alexandra Driscoll 
Gilda, The Psychic Cat - Rima Petrosyan 
Shelly - Alexandra Driscoll 
Taylor—Leah Koerner 
Pierre, The Philosopher Cat - Jaycob Grilo 
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Winter Health Reminders from the Health Office 

During this time of year we tend to see higher incidences of strep throat, respiratory and gastrointestinal illness.  This in 
addition to COVID makes it even more important to do what we can to protect ourselves and others from these airborne 
illnesses.  Remember to cover your nose and mouth when you sneeze, even when wearing a mask, wash your hands often 
(or use hand sanitizer) and stay away from others when they are sick, or isolate when you are.   

 

If traveling, remember to abide by the Travel Guidelines: 

 

 

Other tips for a Healthy Winter: 

 Don’t forget to Drink Water!!  Drinking enough water is always important, but especially when our indoor  
 environment can be dehydrating.  Dehydration can lead to nosebleeds, dry skin and fatigue. 
 Avoid Stressful Situations! Take time for self-care, warm baths and fun entertainment. Stress can contribute to a 
 lowered immune response, healthy outlets for difficult emotions benefit the whole body and spirit. 
 Eat Healthy!  Especially foods high in Vitamin C like oranges, lemons and kiwifruit. Vitamin C helps keep the 
 immune system strong. 
 Sleep well! Students in Middle School should be getting 8-10 hours of sleep.  If a student is waking up around 
 7am, a 9pm bedtime is reasonable.  Sleep is the most beneficial health activity we can focus on. 
 Exercise regularly!  And even better if you can exercise outside, in the sunlight.  This helps boost your immune 
 response and will help you get a good night sleep.  Exercise also helps calm stress and helps manage sadness and 
 boredom. 

As challenging of a year as this has been, there are bright lights ahead.  The sun is making a return and our days are       
becoming more light filled.  COVID vaccines are becoming more available to more people and this effort will help stem 
the rise of positive cases, as will the continued efforts to maintain social distancing and mask wearing.  The virus appears to 
be in retreat and our efforts are paying off ☺ The school year has gone well with a successful hybrid system and summer is 
coming fast. It has been my honor to work with the students at Lawrence and I look forward to the rest of the school year. 

Susan Austin 
School Nurse 

Health Office 


